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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
defines as every human being below the age of 18 years unless
under the law applicable to the child, majority 1s attained
earlier.”
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Stage

Approximate Age

Description

Sensorimotor

Birth to 2 years

Behavior suggests child lacks language
and does not use symbols, or mental
representations  of  objects  in
environment. Simple responding to the
environment (reflexes) ends and
intentional behaviorllsuch as making
interesting sights lastlbegins. Child
learns to seek hidden objects (object
permanence) and begins to acquire
basics of language.

Preoperational

2 to 7years

Cild begins to represent world
mentally, but thought is egocentric.
Child does not focus on two aspects of
situation at once (lack of conservation).
Child shows animism, artificialism,
immanent justice.
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Stage Approximate Age Description

Child shows conservation concepts, can
adopt viewpoint of others, can classify
objects in series (for example, from
Concrete 7 1o 12 years shortest to longest), and shows
Operational comprehension of basic relational
concepts (such as one object being
larger or heavier than another)
Mature, adult  thought  emeges.
Thinking seems charaterized by
deductive  logic, consideration of
formal 12 years and above | various possibilities before attempting
Operational to solve a problem (mental trial and
error), abstract thought (for instance,
philosophical consideration of moral
principles), and forming and testing of

hypotheses.
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The term 'quality' appears repeatedly in
connection with children's films and with
television for children. Thereby the definition of
quality quite often merely mirrors the term
professionalism which includes aspects of film
production (plot, equipment, editing, music
etc.). Arguments regarding content which stand
for quality are only marginally mentioned. One
of those arguments is to keep the representation
as close to children's reality as possible. But
what is children's reality? Is it merely made up
by traces of quality created by adults?

In a Dutch research project Peter Nikken
examined four assessment groups, among them
the group of children and parents. Thereby
quality criteria like comprehensibility, aesthetic
quality, commitment, entertainment,
harmlessness, credibility and presence of models
for identification were worked out (cf. Nikken
1995/1999).°
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